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“Under The Trees: The History of Hong Kong Village Schools” Exhibition
FEH HEA Period : 14.5.2010 — 31.3.2011

thEs Venue : HAHE EMEE

Hong Kong Museum of Education
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“Under The Trees: People and Stories from Village Schools” Exhibition
EH HEP Period : 21.7.2010 — 27.9.2010

HhEL Venue | FERELEME—1ZXE
1/F Lobby, Hong Kong Museum of History
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The exhibitions are presented by
The Hong Kong Institute of Education in collaboration with
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department
Organised by the Hong Kong Museum of Education and
the Hong Kong Museum of History.
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Under The Trees:
The History of Hong Kong Village Schools
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Introduction
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In 2006, the Hong Kong Museum of History and The Hong | RIMNAMEREHERHIFEEAR
Kong Institute of Education collaborated on a project named | An extravagant display of flame trees
“An Exploratory Survey on Village Schools in Hong Kong”, | Plossomingin Cheung Chau Public
undertaking oral histories and collecting and recording | M

information about village schools in order to study the
development of rural education in Hong Kong.

FRREBELEAR @ ZRRE - RUREL "M THER, &
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The village schools’ campuses are often decorated with
flowers and vegetation, with shade created by beautiful trees.
The exhibitions “Under The Trees” fully depict this special | 1Ttk ERRtasHE -
characteristic of village schools. The cypresses resting in the campus
of Ping Yeung Public School.
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The Development of Village Schools and
Rural Education

AP ERELER - REASSMPEANFTEZID - FILN
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Village schools have a long history. Their origins can be traced back
to old-style private study halls, such as Tsing Kun Study Hall and Kun
Ting Study Hall in Sha Tau Kok and Ping Shan respectively. The New
Territories came under British administration in 1898, at which time the
Government adopted a non-interference policy with traditional village
life and customs. Education in the New Territories was often supported
by big clans, and placed great emphasis on success in the civil service
examination.
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the Sishu established by the BEEALIR - 1928FHRBNA
Cheung Ancestral Hall of Shan 7 " X REZ4| ,  /NEH/NOLE -
Ha Village. At the entrance of BNTRE KB ARDNEBET
o e et e M+ BEHBLLN MR
are couplets describing that RABREEARFTFTHE -

Wah Fung has a strong passion
for the nation, and the family After the abolition of the civil service 1934 RINZTEVIAN S/ BRI -
members were being honoured FRERBUTES] » 2840/NOE

by the emperor. examination, many study halls & e g p pnspaemiosst )
followed the education system of | 4934 Chung Sing Private Senior

China and-made modifications, while others continued to provide Pprimary School was established.
basic education using traditional textbooks. Some introduced |t adopted the education system of
practical subjects to the curriculum, such as teaching the abacus the Chinese Government, in which
and the epistolary art known as “Chidu”. Schools with new primary education was divided into
teaching methods gradually appeared in the 1920s. In 1928, the two levels, namely four-year junior
Chinese Government adopted the “education system of Wu-Chen”, Primary educatio d” an? (DR
yvhi_ch diyided primary' education into two Ieyels, pamely four-ygar ?ggf:;epsr;/nl?‘%:u#;és;‘gg'School)
junior primary education and two-year senior primary education.

Many primary schools in Hong Kong followed this structure. The

mainstream school education was a four-year junior primary

education, which provided basic education for children.
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Record of donations to

Wah Shan Public School.

(Courtesy of Wah Shan Public

School)
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After the Second World War, the rapid increase in the population
of the New Territories led to a shortage in the number of places
for primary school students. In the early 1950s, the Government
implemented the Seven-Year Primary School Expansion
Programme and encouraged villagers in the New Territories to
build more schools. At that time, a number of scholars and highly-
educated people from China re-settled in Hong Kong. In view of
the inadequate school places for school-age children in the New
Territories, many of these arrivals helped to build village schools
and further the development of rural
education.
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Despite the establishment of more village schools, the number

of students continued to grow. However, there were still a

limited number of school places available due to the shortage of

classrooms. Many village schools had to expand their campuses 5
in the 1960s and the 1970s, with some schools increasing to '
more than 18 classes and enrolments over 800 students.

£)7 19904 « MBBRRNT LA RMARNER | LamE FEERITARSSER -
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ecord of donations for school

BERAEBENBEREEE  OREMUE  BERTEENEABERE expansion, Kwan Ah School.
BEPEEBABER  BRENTHLBA— - M9 F 282 (Courtesy of Kwan Ah School)
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In the 1990s, the children of both Vietnamese
refugee families and recently arrived immigrants
from Mainland provided a new source of
students for village schools. Later, cross-border
transportation improved and the time to travel
between Shenzhen and Hong Kong became
shorter, and this attracted “cross-border school
children” who commuted each day from the
Mainland to study in village schools. Furthermore,
after the hand-over of Hong Kong to China in
1997, some Nepalese soldiers, formerly under
British administration, decided to settle in Hong
Kong permanently, and lived in the Yuen Long and

ANEF AT BIEE R LRGN« kam Tin districts. Their children also became a

Students of Small Traders New Village Public
School attending English class. Many of them

belong to ethnic minorities.

new source of students for village schools. All of
the above factors led to a revival of some village
schools.
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Entering the twenty-first century, the Government placed a great emphasis on the cost-
effectiveness of the education system. This led to the closure of many village schools. In 2003,

the Education and Manpower Bureau submitted a
document on the “Consolidation of High Cost and Under-
utilized Primary Schools” to the Panel on Education of
the Legislative Council. The report stated that as the
locations of village schools were relatively remote, the
average cost of each village school place was far higher
than that in urban districts. It was therefore suggested
that some village schools be integrated. The Education
Bureau terminated a number of school enhancement

projects and many village schools were reluctantly
closed between 2003 and 2008. AU BEEBRARAE LHVHR » 20084F ©

The backdrop of a farewell ceremony for the
closure of Luen Kwong Public School, 2008.
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The Origins of Village Schools
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Ancestral Halls

BREAUEBREEEEAZE R -
Fung Kai Public School once used Liu Man Shek Tong
Ancestral Hall as its school building.
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Temples
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The First Graduation Ceremony of Wing On School,
1951. The background of the photo was taken under
a big tree and in front of the Tin Hau Temple in

Yuen Long. (Courtesy of Wing On School)
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Sishu and Study Halls

HHERAS —BEERBARPEELR -
School building of Kwan Ah School —
Students had classes in the study hall of
Wan King-kwong.
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Privately Funded Schools
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(B AFEREHERMNERT/NERHE)
The Cheung Chau Girls’ School was later
established as the Church of Christ in China
Cheung Chau Church Kam Kong Primary School.
The photo depicts the staff and students of
Cheung Chau Girls’ School, 1960.
(Courtesy of the Church of Christ in China
Cheung Chau Church Kam Kong Primary School)

&5
Free Schools

RNAUERZEN - SERIBFREE -
An old site of Cheung Chau Public Free School,
with nearly a hundred years of history.




I FRRE
School Campuses

NREBRIERA KBRS BREARA
—88 . EANRERNRBENS  BRE
B WREEREAR - AR BER - ZRE -
FEHNREBRHEETNREIN  ZRIES
(EBE®R) BERAIRRBEDNES » &
B4 X B IRFMZ = ©

.

Village schools place a great emphasis on
their environmental design and landscape
architecture. Many of their campuses are
surrounded by trees and are close to nature.
Some campuses have basketball courts,
football pitches and lawns, with trees and
vegetation such as flame trees, cotton trees,
longans and lychees. The campuses of village
schools are mostly open air, except for staff
rooms and classrooms. Wah Kiu Yat Po raised
funds for the building of pavilions for many
village schools, in order to provide shelters.

ERBRAILE -

Flower bed of Tsung Him School.

BEAREH -
Lily pond in Po Kok Branch School.

TR RTE R BRI\ ERTN AT SR FR TS
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A reply from the District Office of Yuen Long, regarding
an application for the building of a pavilion from the
Small Traders New Village Public School, 1972.
(Courtesy of Small Traders New Village Public School)
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(BB HEE N &R B/ 1R )
Students in Sheng Kung Hui Kam Tin
St. Joseph's Primary School growing
vegetables in-a school farm, 1960s.
(Courtesy of Sheng Kung Hui Kam Tin
St. Joseph's Primary School)

In the 1920s, some village schools followed the
curriculum in China, where both Confucian classics
and Western subjects were adopted. Some followed
the Hong Kong Government syllabus, and included
subjects such as Chinese,
Mathematics and English.

BENRSREMNERAR -
HithsRIZEL T [ BREE -
1990 LUK - BURFHIERR
HETRRR TR

After the Second World :
War, most of the village gzmzsm - (smramest)
schools provided the Chinese supplementary textbooks.
subject— “General (Courtesy of Chung Sing School)
Knowledge of Rural Life”.

The curricula were the same as those provided by schools
in urban areas. After the 1990s, the Government’s “School
Improvement Programme” helped to enhance facilities of
village schools.
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The Contribution of Village Schools
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Provision of Basic Education

Due to the lack of transportation and
unpopularity of education in the early years
of the New Territories, many children living in
villages were unable to attend schools. After the
Second World War, the rapid development of
village schools gave many school children living
in remote areas access to basic education.

NRESLEMEIREAR  BRARTER—F
REBE SR

Students can stay close with nature when
studying in village schools. The photo depicts a
Primary One student of Tung Koon School with
his great harvest.

B ERBPREITE
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Auxiliary to the Mainstream Schools

The student-teacher ratio of village schools
is comparatively low. This helped to foster an
intimate and harmonious relationship. With the

T LE BB » 12Utz BRBAFRE AL

wide open spaces of campuses, these village
schools can take better care of students who
were unable to adapt to the urban schools, such
as children of recent immigrants, those belonging
to ethnic minorities and children requiring special

BmE REBREBAL FRMTRER

The student-teacher ratio of village schools

is comparatively low. This helped to foster an
intimate and harmonious relationship between
them. The photo depicts students attending an
Art class in Kat O School.

education.
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Close Connection with the
Community

During the Tin Hau Festival every
year, there are Chinese Opera
performances at the playground
of Cheung Chau Fisheries Joint
Association Public School. During
Chung Yeung Festival, the Students’
Union of Tun Yu School participates
in the ceremonial rituals of the Man
clan. Village schools are more than
places for study, they are venues
for promoting our cultural heritage.

SRBABFSMN T ESILEE, FH -
(B8 Fr I AR BB )

Students of Tun Yu School participate in an
activity hamed “Man clan grave-visit in. Tuen
Mun” each year. (Courtesy of Tun Yu School)
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Village Schools of Today
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In the past, village schools provided
education only for children living
in the same village. Nowadays,
village schools serve students
coming from other villages, and
the background of students has
become diversified. Some village
schools still maintain campuses
with bungalow-style single-storey
buildings, while others construct
new school buildings, for example
with multi-media facilities and
special function rooms. Some have
demolished the old campuses and
transformed them into standard
campuses or multi-storey school
buildings. Kwong Ming Ying Loi
School in Yuen Long has a new
modern campus with an innovative
design. It is difficult to associate
it with a village school when
looking at its exterior. Yet, it is still
classified as a “village school”
due to its school background and
history. Similar to other schools in
urban districts, village schools have
to face challenges of knowledge-
based economy and rapid changes
in society.

138

Conclusion

HRB TR BRI BN 2006555 Bk * RNRBE S HERI A
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The new school campus of Kwong Ming Ying Loi School was
completed in 2006. It has various special function rooms, a
library, an assembly hall and a lecture room.

HRE AT R BN E -
Computer room of Shan Tsui Public School.

BBAIR - MEAVERNEESE -
The mosaic in Fanling Public School fully
displays students’ creativity.

NRHELRF AEREHRERNLD - SRONR - BIAGEE BNER R XERE
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The earliest village schools can be traced back to Sishu in the New Territories. Village
schools of today have to maintain their traditions on the one hand, and respond to the
rapidly changing society on the other hand. The establishment, development, decline and
transformation of village schools reflect the development of rural education in Hong Kong.
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Under The Trees:

People and Stories from Village Schools
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In the research for these exhibitions, we reviewed the origins and school histories
of about 50 village schools. A lot of interesting stories and anecdotes appeared. The
following are some examples:

AREMZTEVIEA

1960 ~ 1970FRLEBLREERRSFHEWNT LAY BRI/ NMIERESHE
FRUMBEEBANERR - BRI NEZE Y BREARENZ THNEA - 25
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BDRARIEEMN ~ NERRYFLE - 1 ( (CERAUERREN) F0H > 2005 )

Dwarf in Concrete Jungle

Kwai Chung and Tsuen Wan were developed into satellite cities in the 1960s
and 1970s. A lot of industrial buildings sprung up in the former agricultural area
of Kwai Chung, and the hillock on which Kwai Chung Public School was situated
consequently lost its prominent geographical position. The village school which
previously stood in an open field became a dwarf hidden in a concrete forest. Visitors
of the school often asked, “Isn’t Kwai Chung Public School a village school? Then
why have | come to a factory area?” Mr. Hon, a teacher employed at Kwai Chung
Public School in early 2005 once described the school like this:
“A village school that was situated in a factory area baffled me, and | wondered
whether | had taken a wrong turn. After a bit of a search, | eventually found the
school. There was an interesting contrast between the simple and down-to-earth
school building with its bungalow style and the surrounding high-rise industrial
buildings. It allowed me an oasis and pure land kind of experience.” (Newsletter of
Kwai Chung Public School, No. 5, 2005)

BARRYH - 7] RECHATBRERAH
WIRIE o (REHZBALERIEH])

The picture shows the environment of
Kwai Chung Public School in its early
years, with students cultivating the land.
(Courtesy of Kwai Chung Public School)

FLRAV S RIUEREEAREBE - 20064 -
Kwai Chung Public School is surrounded by high-rise
buildings, 2006.
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Visits from “Living Teaching Materials”

Pat Heung Tung Yik Public School had many animal “visitors”, such as owls, bats,
squirrels and swallows. They were good teaching materials for the subject of General
Studies. For example, a teacher could easily find a real caterpillar to interest his
students when teaching them about the metamorphosis from a caterpillar to a
butterfly.

P W52 e T

NEBAFBEREMESR © (RAHABEIELLIEH)
Group photo of staff and students of Pat Heung Tung Yik
Public School. (Courtesy of Ms. Law Yuk-chun)
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% INAIDINGERZRSR S o SRR - School building of Pat Heung Tung Yik
F Iy B A 2t [uushany Public School. It has been classified as
DIRIASE & > SRR T - Grade IIl historic building.
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Paid School Fees by Bartering

Tang Po of Tai Po Tau Village remembers that when
he studied in King Law Study Hall (later known as
Kai Chi School) in the 1930s, he had to prostrate
himself before the portrait of Confucius when he
went to the school for the first time. Children who
came from different clans could also study in the
school after seeking approval from the clan leaders
and local villagers. He recalled,
“A ceremony would be held when students
first entered the school. The new students
would arrive with Chinese celery, and prostrate
themselves before the portrait of Confucius...
We used grain instead of money to pay for the
school fees.”

(AL FITHED -

Portrait of Confucius.

RS R B A AR R o
Kai Chi School was formerly King Law Study Hall.
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“Under The Trees” Public Lecture Series

NFBERSIEH2010F5A Z0R N - DT EBRBBYE - EEPREZHELK
ERELBYEET

Public lecture series will be organised from May to September, 2010 at the Hong Kong Museum
of Education, the Hong Kong Central Library and the Hong Kong Museum of History.

2 Venue : FEHBEWEE Hong Kong Museum of Education
HHf Date : 14.5.2010
¥R Time : 14:00 - 17:00

BE D BXOREL  IBEREMER
Speaker Mr. Cheng Man-yiu, former Deputy Secretary, Education Bureau
1= : ABBRREEE
Title The Modifications of School Buildings in Hong Kong
5 Time @ 14:15-—15:00
#HE . BRIt BRAEERIEAGHIEREZEEERE
Speaker Ms. Susanna Siu, Member of the Education Heritage
Advisory Committee, HKIEd
== . BANEREERFDERELE
Title Traditional Study Halls and Family Study Halls in Hong Kong

and their Conservation
FEME Time : 15:00 - 15:45

HE : BEUSEL  EEHEERAERLT

Speaker Dr. Kwong Kai-to, Honorary Fellow, HKIEd

== : BREUANMEENEREANRE T

Title The Characteristics of the Rural Training College and Village Schools

F§fE Time : 15:45-16:30

2k Venue : FEHREEZEE Hong Kong Central Library

T EEE Lecture Theatre, Ground Floor
HE : RBREEL  EEHEERASRERBIERE
Speaker Dr. Leung Cho-nga, Assistant Professor,
Department of Social Sciences, HKIEd
=E D HERAE  OREEMRNAE
Title Education and Heritage: The Role of Oral History
HE Date : 19.6.2010
FFM@ Time : 10:30 - 12:30
HE ;. BEEMANMEENSRES N BERRR LA
Speaker Alumni of the Rural Training College, former principals and
teachers of village schools
=== D BEEAE  NRAANSE
Title Education and Heritage: People and Stories

HEA Date : 20.6.2010
FFf Time : 14:30 - 16:30

2 Venue : FEBEB{EYEE Hong Kong Museum of History

T RER Lecture Hall, Ground Floor
BE . REKEL  BRHEERIERREETE2RYPBERR
Speaker Dr. Lo Wai-yin, Assistant Professor,

Department of Education Policy and Leadership, HKIEd
== : METHER - NSRS « BEMGIE (—)
Title Under The Trees: Characteristics, Rise and Development of

Village Schools in Hong Kong (1)
HEi Date : 21.8.2010
FFfE Time. : 15:00 —17:00

BB L REKEL  BAHAERAERRERERRASREFEERM
Speaker. Dr. Yu Wai-bing, Senior Teaching Fellow,
Department of Education Policy and Leadership, HKIEd
== ;. METHER  BNERNEE ~ BENgE (2)
Title Under The Trees : Characteristics, Rise and Development of

Village Schools in Hong Kong (Il)
HH Date : 4.9.2010
FFfE Time @ 15:00 —17:00

WEEAER - BARBITEA

Please note that the above information is subject to change without prior notice.
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Village Schools’ Badges
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Bui O Cheung Chau Cheung Chau Cheung Chau INVLERFR
Public School Fisheries Joint Public School Sacred Heart Cheung Chau
Association School Shun Tak
Public School Public School

<

hEAEAHEG  HEATER RERENE EEEK PrEAER
TR/ NER Fanling Fung Kai No.1 Hoi Bun School Hoi Ming School
CCC Tai O Public School Primary School

Primary School

=5

Eila=/AVA
SR
Kam Tin
Mung Yeung
Public School

™

THIRE
Kat O School

HEERR
King Sau
School

Kam Tsin Village
Ho Tung School

Kiu Saw

o
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i
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FERAILER BEHEERL B REEHR JCIAERE: R B
Kwai Chung Kwan Ah Kwok Man School ~ Kwong Ming Lam Tei
Public School School

Ying Loi School

RUINAIZERR RMEOSER  BERIIERE

BRATAIIER R

Public School

Gospel School

SRR rhEE L
Chung Sing  RNEFHIT/NEE
School CCC Cheung Chau

Church Kam Kong
Primary School

TR
Holy Family
School

SR
Kai Chi School

HAAIL
R
Ku Tung Public
Oi Wah School

INIZHREER IR AT ER
Luen Kwong Luk Heung San Tsuen
Public School Public School

MYALE:  ABATEREG WRATEE RS SHASE DEmAL/NE LHATE
INAT/NE Pat Heung Tung Yik Ping Yeung Po Kok Sam Wo Sha Tau Kok Shan Tsui
Northern Lamma Public School Public School Branch School Public School Central Primary Public School
School School

)

INTLAHERL

BEAEHE  SEAURR KRIEHEENE /NS
Shek Wu B EE/NER Shung Ching  Shung Tak Catholic INTLEEFZ
Public School SKH Kam Tin School Primary School Small Traders
St. Joseph's New Village
Primary School Public School

PHAGASTE

TERRERRL HEFTERL [EHRERRL REEEM
Tan Chuk Hang Tsung Him Tuen Mun Tun Yu Tung Koon
Public School School School School School

-

FISsRsETE  AIATEIAC Q2%
INTTEEf  Tai Po Normal School
Ta Ku Ling Memorial School
Ling Ying

Public School

SEIEE
Tung Tak
School

FIAUSK  SRWEE RSN RSN RTHREER TMAUSN  EESK
Wah Shan EHPEERR Wing On School  Yau Tam Mei Ying Yin‘Catholic  Yuen Kong Yuk Yin School
Public School Wai Kwan School Primary School - Public School

Primary School




EEHE EYEE Hong Kong Museum of Education

Hoht B B #&5¥15 Location & Contact Details

BEBHBER BENBERK105D1EFE

The Hong Kong Institute of Education, D1- P, 10 Lo Ping Road, Tai Po, New Territories
E55 Phone 2948 8814

#3E Website : http://www.museum.ied.edu.hk

EE#HS Email  : hkme@ied.edu.hk

BEAEERE Opening Hours

LA TRETFLR (EH—=2HH)
| EEEPSUNN =S N

RENG BAARALSE

10:00 am — 5:00 pm (Monday to Sunday)
Closed on Institute and Public Holidays

The Museum is open to the public
Admission free

BRBEERABRE
The Hong Kong Institute of Education
Tai Po Campus

FIF TP

% TaiPo Industrial Estate /
g /
§

Y —

BRYEEYE

Hong Kong Museum
of Education

‘ ‘ Podium Level, T
Block D1
D1EFEA

Entrance

EBFEBEYEE Hong Kong Museum of History

Huhit B Bi4& 5%1% Location & Contact Details

EBBERNY HREERI 10057

100 Chatham Road South, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon
EESE Phone : 2724 9042

#R3E Website : http:/hk.history.museum

B, Email hkmh@Ilcsd.gov.hk

it §& 8
Tolo Harbour
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g

2
3

BARLEERE Opening Hours

EFTRETFAR (Bf— ER=F2HX)
LA RETFER (EHARARERE)

28T REE

10:00 am — 6:00 pm (Monday, Wednesday to Saturday)
10:00 am — 7:00 pm (Sunday and Public Holidays)
Closed on Tuesdays
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Buses
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I The Hong Kong Institute of Education

Hong Kong Museum of Education

Call for Donation of Artefacts

Established in May 2009,

the Hong Kong Museum of Education

acquires, conserves, researches and exhibits
materials relating to the history and development of
education in Hong Kong.

Our Museum has a wide range of collections,
including old photographs, manuscripts, certificates,
newsletters, plaques, school badges, school uniforms,
teaching tools, textbooks, lecture notes and trophies.

We welcome donations of artefacts of all kinds that can
provide insight into the social and cultural diversity of
education in Hong Kong.

If you have items of

historical interest and cultural significance,
which can instill memories of the

experience of education of “Hong Kong People”,
please consider donating them to the Museum,
or lending them for reproduction in our

Hong Kong Education Image Database Project,
for education and research purposes.
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For more information on our collection campaign,
please contact our Museum Office at
hkme@ied.edu.hk or 2948-8814 (tel)

or see our website at www.museum.ied.edu.hk






